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TITLE 12 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC 
 
Chapter 12.01 Model Traffic Code 
 
Section 12.01.01 Adoption by Reference.  Pursuant to parts 1 and 2 of Article 16 of Title 
31, C.R.S., as amended, there is hereby adopted by reference Articles I and II, inclusive, of the 
1995 edition of the “Model Traffic Code for Colorado Municipalities,” promulgated and 
published as such by the Colorado Department of Transportation, Staff Traffic and Safety 
Projects Branch, 4201 East Arkansas Ave., Denver, CO 80222.  The subject matter of the Model 
Traffic Code relates primarily to comprehensive traffic control regulations for the Town.  The 
purpose of this Ordinance and the Code adopted herein is to provide a system of traffic 
regulations consistent with state law and generally conforming to similar regulations throughout 
the state and the nation.  One (1) copy of the Model Traffic Code adopted herein is now filed in 
the office of the Clerk of the Town of Yampa, Colorado, and may be inspected during regular 
business hours. 
 
Section 12.01.02 Deletions.  The 1995 edition of the Model Traffic Code is adopted as if set 
out at length save and except the following articles and/or sections which are declared to be 
inapplicable to this municipality and are therefore expressly deleted: 
 

None. 
 
Section 12.01.03 Additions or Modifications.   

 
A. Section 1101(2)(c) of Part 11 – Speed Regulations of the Code is amended to read 

as follows: 
 

(c) Except as set forth herein, twenty-five (25) miles an hour. 
 

B. Section 1212 of Part 12 is added to the Model Traffic Code as follows: 
 

Engine Idling 
 
1. Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful for any person to idle 

or permit the idling of the motor of any stationary motor vehicle for a 
prolonged or unreasonable period of time determined herein to be fifteen 
minutes. 

 
2. This section shall not apply when the engine of a motor vehicle must be 

operated in the idle mode for safety reasons including, but not limited to, 
the operation of cranes and fork lifts. 

 
3. The time required by a diesel-powered motor vehicle while operating in a 

stationary position to achieve a temperature of one hundred twenty (120) 
degrees Fahrenheit and an air pressure of one hundred (100) pounds per 
square inch, shall not be included in the computation of the fifteen minutes 



determined herein to be prolonged or unreasonable period of time.  The 
temperature and air pressure as indicated on the vehicle’s gauges may be 
used for determining the diesel engine’s temperature and air pressure and 
may dictate idling time for both warm up and cool down.  

 
4. The time during which transportation vehicles are actively loading or 

discharging passengers shall not be included in the computation of the 
fifteen minutes determined herein to be  prolonged or unreasonable period 
of time.  A transportation vehicle shall be defined for purposes of this 
section to mean motor vehicles designed to transport a minimum of 
sixteen (16) persons. 

 
5. Emergency vehicles are exempt from the above engine idling restrictions. 

 
Section 12.01.04 Penalties.  The following penalties, herewith set forth in full, shall apply to 
this ordinance: 
 

A. It is unlawful for any person to violate any of the provisions adopted in this 
ordinance. 

 
B. Every person convicted of a violation of any provision adopted in this ordinance 

shall be punished b a fine not exceeding three hundred dollars ($300.00), or by 
imprisonment not exceeding ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

 
Section 12.01.05 Application.  This ordinance shall apply to every street, alley, sidewalk 
are, driveway, park, and to every other public way or public place or public parking area, either 
within or outside the corporate limits of this municipality, the use of which this municipality has 
jurisdiction and authority to regulate.  The provisions of sections 1401, 1402, 1413 and part 16 of 
the adopted Model Traffic Code, respectively concerning reckless driving, careless driving, 
eluding a police officer, and accidents and accident reports shall apply not only to public places 
and ways but also throughout the municipality. 
 
Section 12.01.06 Validity.  If any part or parts of this ordinance are for any reason held to 
be invalid such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.  
The Board of Trustees hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each part or 
parts thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one part or parts be declared invalid. 
 
Section 12.01.07 Repeal.  Existing or parts of ordinances covering the same matters as 
embraces in this ordinance are hereby repealed and all ordinances or parts of ordinances 
inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed, except that this repeal 
shall not affect or prevent the prosecution or punishment of any person for any act done or 
committed in violation of any ordinance hereby repealed prior to the taking effect of this 
ordinance. 
 



Section 12.01.08 Interpretation.  This ordinance shall be so interpreted and construed as to 
effectuate its general purpose to conform with the State’s uniform system for the regulation of 
vehicles and traffic.  Article and section headings of the ordinance and adopted Model Traffic 
Code shall not be deemed to govern, limit, modify or in any manner affect the scope, meaning or 
extent of the provisions of any article or section thereof. 
 
Section 12.01.09 Certification.  The Town Clerk shall certify to the passage of this 
ordinance and make one copy of the adopted Code available for inspection by the public during 
regular business hours. 
 
Section 12.01.10 Emergency.  In the opinion of the Board of Trustees an emergency exists.  
The Town has created a municipal court and contracts with the Routt County Sheriff’s Office to 
provide traffic enforcement; the most current traffic code must be in force to protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the citizens of Yampa.  The Board of Trustees herewith finds, determines 
and declares that this Ordinance is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, 
health, and safety and shall take effect immediately upon passage. 
 
 
 
Chapter 12.02 Traffic Control Schedule for Designated Streets – Schedule 1 
 
Section 12.02.01 Speed Limits.  In accordance with the provisions of Section 1101 and 
1102 and when official signs are erected giving notice thereof, the prima facie speed limit shall 
be as specified for the following streets or portions thereof: 
 

Name of Street or Intersection Portion affected   Speed Limit 
     (terminal limits) 
 
Main Street    From 2nd Street to 5th Street   15 mph 
     Northbound and Southbound 
 
Colorado Highway No. 131  North of Town limits to 5th Street 50 mph 
 
Colorado Highway No. 131  5th Street to East Town limits  45 mph 
 
 
 


