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TITLE 10  ANIMALS 
 
 
Chapter 10.01 Definitions. 
 
Section 10.01.01 Animal.  “Animal” includes both the male and female, neutered or 
sterilized.  Animal, as used in this ordinance includes all warm-blooded domesticated animals. 
 
Section 10.01.02 Animal, Female.  “Female animal” means an animal of the female gender 
whether or not surgery of the genital organs has been performed. 
 
Section 10.01.03 Animal, Female, Spade.  “Spayed female animal” means any female 
animal on which an ovariectomy or hysterectomy has been performed by a licensed veterinarian 
and accompanied by a certificate asserting said operation has been performed. 
 
Section 10.01.04 Animal, Male.  “Male animal” means an animal of the masculine gender, 
either castrated or not castrated. 
 
Section 10.01.05 Animal, Male, Neutered.  “Neutered male animal” means any animal of 
masculine gender which has been castrated. 
 
Section 10.01.06 Stray.  “Stray” means an animal which does not appear to have an owner 
or whose owner is unknown and which is unlicensed or does not appear to be licensed. 
 
Section 10.01.07 License Year.  The license year is January 1st through December 31st. 
 
Section 10.01.08 Owner.  “Owner” means a person who owns, possesses, controls, 
maintains, keeps or harbors an animal or knowingly permits an animal to remain for seven days 
on or about property or premises owned, controlled or occupied by him or her. 
 
Section 10.01.09 Vaccination, Rabies.  “Rabies vaccination” means the inoculation by a 
licensed veterinarian of a dog, cat or other animal with a rabies vaccine approved by the 
Colorado Department of Health. 
 
 
Chapter 10.02 Rabies Control Vaccination, Licensing and Quarantine. 
 
Section 10.02.01 Rabies Control Vaccination.  Vaccination required.  Every person in 
possession or having custody of an animal six months of age or older for thirty (30) days or more 
shall have such animal vaccinated against rabies with the Colorado Department of Health 
approved vaccine by a licensed veterinarian. 
 
Section 10.02.02 Vaccination-Certificate. 
 



A. Upon vaccination, the veterinarian administering the vaccine shall execute and 
furnish to the owner of the animal as evidence thereof a certificate containing the 
following information: 

 
1. The name, address and telephone number of the owner or harborer of the 

inoculated animal;  
 
2. The date of inoculation;  
 
3. The type of vaccine used;  
 
4. The year and series number of the rabies tag; and 
 
5. The breed, age, color and sex of the inoculated animal. 
 

B. The veterinarian shall retain a duplicate copy of such certificate and one copy 
thereof shall be filed with the Town Clerk. 

 
Section 10.02.03 License-Required Fee.  Any person having custody of any animal six 
months of age or older for thirty days shall procure a license.  License fees shall be paid annually 
to the Town Clerk.  License fees shall be two dollars for all animals, except that the fee for 
unspayed females and unneutered males shall be five dollars.  All licenses issued hereunder shall 
expire December 31st of each year, and the full amount shall be paid for any fraction of the 
licensing year.  Upon collection of the license fee by the Town Clerk, a dated receipt shall be 
issued stating the name and address of the owner, tag number, description, together with a Town 
of Yampa license tag stamped with a serial number, year and county and state of issuance.  Such 
license shall not be issued for any animal without proof of vaccination of that animal. 
 
Section 10.02.04 License-Tag-Exhibition of Receipt and Certificate.  Every owner or 
harborer of an animal shall attach the tag evidencing the licensing and inoculation with antirabies 
vaccine to the collar or harness of the inoculated and licensed animal.  Such collar or harness 
shall be worn by the animal at all times.  The original animal license receipt and rabies 
vaccination certificate shall be retained by the owner or harborer.  It is unlawful for any person 
who owns or harbors any animal to fail or refuse to exhibit his copy of the license receipt and a 
certificate of vaccination upon demand to any person charged with the enforcement of this 
Chapter. 
 
Section 10.02.05 Tag-Duplicate.  In the event of loss or destruction of the original tag, the 
owner of the animal shall obtain a duplicate tag from the Town Clerk and the price of such 
duplicate tag shall be two dollars. 
 
Section 10.02.06 Animal Bite-Duty to Report.  Any person having knowledge of an animal 
bite shall immediately report the incident to the Town Marshal. 
 
Section 10.02.07 Animal Bite-Quarantine.  Any animal which has bitten a person shall be 
observed for a period of ten days from the date of the bite.  The procedure and place of 



observation shall be designated by the investigating officer.  If the animal is not confined on the 
owner’s premises, confinement shall be at the expense of the owner.  Stray animals whose 
owners cannot be located shall be confined in the Steamboat Springs animal shelter.  The owner 
of any animal that has been reported as having inflicted a bite on any person shall on demand 
produce the animal for quarantine as prescribed in this section.  Refusal to produce the animal 
constitutes a violation of this section and each day of such refusal constitutes a separate and 
individual violation. 
 
Section 10.02.08 Removal-Animals Quarantined for Biting.  Animals impounded because 
of bites shall not be removed from the pound until after a ten-day observation period and Routt 
County Department of Health release is secured. 
 
Section 10.02.09 Quarantine-Removal.  It is unlawful for any person to remove from any 
place of isolation or quarantine any animal which has been isolated or quarantined as authorized 
without the consent of the impounding agency. 
 
 
Chapter 10.03 Animals Running at Large. 
 
Section 10.03.01 Prohibited.  It is unlawful for any owner, possessor or keeper of an animal 
in the Town to permit the same to run at large within the Town.  An animal is deemed running at 
large when off or away from the premises or the control of such owner, possessor or keeper 
thereof and not under the control of such owner, possessor or keeper or his agent or servant or a 
member of his immediate family, either by leash, cord or chain not more than ten feet in length. 
 
Section 10.03.02 Exception.  An animal within the automobile or other vehicle of its owner, 
possessor or keeper or his agent or servant or a member of the immediate family is deemed to be 
upon the owner’s, possessor’s or keeper’s premises. 
 
Section 10.03.03 Violation-Penalty.  If any such animal is found running at large or off the 
premises of the owner or keeper in violation of this ordinance, it may be taken up and impounded 
and/or the owner or keeper of the animal may be fined as provided in Section 10.04.06 hereof. 
 
Section 10.03.04 Fierce, Dangerous and Vicious-Unlawful.  No owner or harborer of a 
fierce, dangerous or vicious animal shall allow the animal to run at large or remain off the 
premises of the owner or harborer.  For the purpose of this section a fierce, dangerous or vicious 
animal is defined and declared to be an animal that bites or attacks human beings or other 
animals or in a vicious and terrorizing manner attacks or approaches in an apparent attitude of 
attack a person or persons upon the streets, sidewalks or any public ground or place, or barks at 
other animals, bicycles or any motor vehicles being driven or ridden upon the streets, sidewalks, 
or any public ground or place within the Town.  If any such animal is found running at large or 
off the premises of the owner in violation of this section, it shall be taken up and impounded, the 
owner or keeper of the animal may be fined as provided in Section 10.04.06. 
 



If impoundment cannot be effected with reasonable safety to peace officers, or if the safety of 
other citizens reasonably requires it, such animals may be destroyed without notice to the animal 
owner, and neither the Town of Yampa nor any peace officers. 
 
Section 10.03.05 Female in Estrus-Confinement-When a Nuisance.  It is unlawful for the 
owner, possessor or keeper of any female animal to permit the same to run at large while the 
animal is in estrus (in heat or season) or to permit the same to create a nuisance by attracting 
other animals to the premises, and the same is a nuisance.  If after notice by the Town Marshal, 
the owner, possessor or keeper of the female animal in heat does not abate the nuisance by caring 
for and properly confining the female animal, the Marshal or animal humane officer may take up 
and impound the female animal and the female animal shall not be released from the 
impoundment unless the owner, possessor or keeper establishes that he has proper facilities for 
caring for and confining the female animal.  The owner or keeper of the animal may be fined as 
provided in Section 10.04.06 hereof.  Neither the Town or any representative thereof shall be 
held responsible for any pregnancy occurring due to such impoundment. 
 
Section 10.03.06 Barking-Unlawful-Nuisance.  It is unlawful for any owner or keeper of 
any animal to permit such animal by loud and persistent or habitual barking or other loud noise 
to disturb any person or neighborhood.  Such animal is a public nuisance and may be impounded, 
or the owner or keeper of the animal be fined as provided in Section 10.04.06 hereof. 
 
Section 10.03.07 Confinement During Rabies Epidemic-Procedure. 

 
A. Whenever it becomes necessary to safeguard the public from the dangers of 

hydrophobia, the Mayor, if he deems it necessary, shall issue a proclamation 
ordering every person owning or keeping an animal to confine it securely on his 
premises unless such animal has a muzzle of sufficient strength to prevent its 
biting any person.  Any unmuzzled animal running at large during the time of the 
proclamation shall be seized and impounded, unless noticeably infected with 
rabies and displaying vicious propensities, in which case he may be killed by the 
animal humane officer or by the Marshal without notice to the owner.  Animals 
impounded during the first two days of such proclamation shall, if infected with 
rabies, upon payment of impounding charges; provided that after that period such 
animal may be summarily destroyed. 

 
B. Any animals required to be confined under the provisions of 10.03.07(A) of this 

section shall be kept upon the premises of the owner at such place as to be least 
dangerous to any persons lawfully upon said premises. 
 

Section 10.03.08 Cruelty Unlawful.  It is unlawful for any person to commit or cause to be 
committed any intentional act of cruelty, harassment, abandonment, starvation and or torture to 
any animal or intentionally cause any animal to be wounded, mutilated, strangled, or inhumanely 
killed.  Ownership of said animal shall not be an affirmative defense for such acts or a violation 
of this section. 
 



Section 10.03.09 Poisoning Unlawful.  It is unlawful for any person to poison any animal or 
to distribute poison in any manner whatsoever with the intent of poisoning. 
 
Section 10.03.10 Interfering with Enforcing Officers Unlawful.  It is unlawful for any 
person to interfere with, molest, hinder, or threaten any peace officer in the discharge of his 
duties as prescribed in this ordinance. 
 
Section 10.03.11 Ordinance Violation-Penalty.  Upon conviction for a violation of Sections 
10.03.08, 10.03.09, or 10.03.10, the person so convicted shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than $300.00 or by imprisonment not to exceed 90 days or both. (Ordinance No. 127, July 16, 
1980) 
 
 
Chapter 10.04 Impoundment. 
 
Section 10.04.01 Authorization.  The Mayor of the Town of Yampa is hereby authorized to 
enter into a contract for impoundment services with the City of Steamboat Springs, Colorado, or 
any other government agency. 
 
Section 10.04.02 Notice-Contents-Destruction of Animal.  Upon the impounding of an 
animal it shall be the duty of the person impounding such animal to notify the owner or keeper 
thereof, if known.  If the owner is not known, there shall be posted in such places designated by 
the Town Board to the public posting places, for a period of not less than 3 days, a notice 
containing a description of the animal impounded.  All animals so impounded shall be kept for a 
period of 5 days unless sooner redeemed by their respectable owners or keepers.  A fraction of a 
day shall be computed as being a full day for the purpose of this section.  If the animal is not 
redeemed within 5 days, it is deemed abandoned and the animal humane officer or the Town 
Marshal may humanely euthanize the animal under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian. 
 
Section 10.04.03 Removal-Consent of Animal Humane Officer or Marshal Required.  It is 
unlawful for any person to remove any impounded animal without consent of the animal humane 
officer or Town Marshal. 
 
Section 10.04.04 Removal-Redemption of Licensed Animal.  Any impounded animal which 
is licensed may be redeemed by the owner or keeper upon payment of the care, feeding and any 
veterinary charges plus the total penalty and impounding fees assessed by the Town or, if a 
summons and complaint is issued, by the remittance of a bond to cover such fees. 
 
Section 10.04.05 Removal-Redemption of Unlicensed Animal.  Any impounded animal 
which is not licensed may be redeemed upon payment of the care, feeding and any veterinary 
charges, the license fee, presentation of proof of rabies vaccination, plus the total penalty and 
impounding fees assessed by the Town or, if a summons and complaint is issued, by the 
remittance of a bond to cover such fees. 
 
Section 10.04.06 Alternative to Impoundment-Notice of Ordinance Violation.  In addition 
to or in lieu of impounding an animal, the animal humane officer or Town Marshal may issue to 



the known owner of such animal a notice of ordinance violation, or may attach such notice to the 
collar of the animal.  Such notice shall impose upon the owner a penalty of $10.00, or in the 
event a sum is specifically stated with respect to a particular violation, such a sum shall be so 
imposed which penalty shall be payable to the Town Clerk in full satisfaction of the assessed 
penalty.  In the event that a penalty is not paid within the time period prescribed, a summons and 
complaint shall be initiated before the municipal court in and for the Town of Yampa.  Upon 
conviction of a violation of this title, the owner shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
$300.00 or by imprisonment not to exceed 90 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.  
Each person is guilty of a separate offense for each and every day during any portion of which 
any violation of any provision of this ordinance is committed, continued, or permitted by such 
person, and he shall be punished accordingly. 
 
 
Chapter 10.05 Ordinance Repealed. 
 
Section 10.05.01 Ordinance No. 13 and Ordinance No. 106 of the Town of Yampa, 
Colorado, and all other ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. (Ordinance No. 123, 
October 4, 1978) 
 
 
Chapter 10.06 Kennels Prohibited. 
 
Section 10.06.01 Operation of Kennels-Prohibited.  No dog or cat owner or group of dog or 
cat owners inhabiting the same premises shall own more than three dogs or cats of more than 
three months of age, or more than a total of three dogs and cats more than three months of age in 
any combination, or engage in the commercial business of breeding, buying, selling, trading, 
training, or boarding dogs or cats or both dogs and cats within the limits of the Town. 
 
Section 10.06.02 Penalty for Violation.  Upon conviction for a violation of Chapter 10.06, 
the person so convicted shall be punished by a fine of not more than $300.00 or by imprisonment 
not to exceed 90 days or both. (Ordinance No. 91-2, November 6, 1991) 
 


